NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR JUVENILE AND FAMILY COURT JUDGES
The Role of Judges in Managing Juvenile Sex Offense Cases: Keys to Informed Decisionmaking

Please take a few minutes to complete this anonymous survey about juvenile sex offenders and current practices with
these youth. The results will assist the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and the Center for
Effective Public Policy in refining an innovative judicial education training curriculum about these challenging cases.
For more information, please contact Kurt Bumby (kbumby@cepp.com) or Tom Talbot (ttalbot@cepp.com).

Please fax this completed assessment to Tom Talbot at 301-589-3505 by Friday, January 27.

Advances in risk prediction with juvenile sex offenders now allow professionals
to predict — with a moderate degree of accuracy — the likelihood that a juvenile
will reoffend sexually.

With specialized training and experience, professionals can identify whether an
individual matches the profile of a typical juvenile sex offender.

Juvenile sex offenders can be managed safely in the community.
Juvenile sex offender registration has been found to reduce recidivism.

It is generally necessary to inform school personnel when a juvenile sex
offender is enrolled in school.

6. O O O O When the results of a polygraph are found to be deceptive, the juvenile sex
offender is at a high risk to reoffend.

7. O O O O Most behaviors that are labeled as sex offending are actually the result of
curiosity or experimentation on the part of the juveniles.

8. O O O O Other than age and size, juvenile sex offenders are similar to adult sex offenders
in most ways.

9. O O O O When a juvenile commits a sex offense against a young child in the home, the
victim must be removed from the home to ensure his or her safety.

10. © O O O Because many adult sex offenders began perpetrating as juveniles, a juvenile
who commits a sex offense will likely continue offending as an adult.

11. © O O O Families of juvenile sex offenders must be required to participate in treatment.

2. 0 0 O O Co-occurring psychiatric disorders such as depression are common underlying
causes of juvenile sex offending behavior.

13. © O O O The names of juvenile sex offenders should generally be maintained on sex
offender registries into adulthood.
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Juveniles who commit sex offenses have lower rates of recidivism than adult
sex offenders.

Although fairly common, masturbation is a behavior that signals increased risk
among juvenile sex offenders.

To the extent possible, juvenile sex offenders must be prohibited from engaging
in most extracurricular activities.

Most mental health professionals are qualified to treat juvenile sex offenders.

There is a relatively strong cause-effect relationship between having been
victimized as a child and committing sex offenses as a juvenile.

Victims of juvenile sex offenders do not suffer as much psychological damage
as victims of adult sex offenders.

Specialized treatment has been found to reduce recidivism among juvenile sex
offenders.

Deviant sexual arousal is common among juvenile sex offenders.

Although confidentiality is a necessary feature of the juvenile court system,
treatment providers should nonetheless share information routinely about the
juvenile sex offenders they treat with other professionals involved in the
management process.

Hormonal treatment (e.g., Depo Provera, Lupron) is an effective treatment for
most juvenile sex offenders.

Registration and community notification laws should be equally applied to
juvenile and adult sex offenders.

Juveniles should not be released to the community if they have not fully
completed sex offense-specific treatment.

When making an adjudication finding, courts should rely on an assessment
conducted by an experienced mental health professional with specialized
training in juvenile sex offender management.

Most juvenile sex offenders do not need to remain under intensive supervision
throughout their tenure of probation/parole.
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o O O Juveniles adjudicated for statutory rape generally do not require sex offense-
specific treatment interventions because the behavior is often consensual, and
simply meets the legal definition of a sex offense.

O O O Standard or traditional supervision conditions may not be adequate for juvenile
sex offenders.

O O O The polygraph is a reliable measure for assessing risk to reoffend among
juvenile sex offenders.

O O O The implementation of registration and community notification laws can have
negative effects on juvenile sex offenders and their families.

O O O When victims of juvenile sex offenders recant their stories, they do so primarily
because the allegations are untrue.

O O O When juveniles who commit sex offenses recidivate, it is usually with non-sex
offenses.

O O O Date rape committed by juveniles generally does not require sex offense-

specific interventions.

Compared to other delinquency cases, please rate the difficulty you experience presiding over cases
involving juvenile sex offenders from a legal/technical perspective (check one):

No more difficulty

More difficulty

Much more difficulty

Compared to other delinquency cases, please rate the difficulty you experience presiding over cases
involving juvenile sex offenders from a personal/emotional perspective (check one):

No more difficulty

More difficulty

Much more difficulty

Compared to other delinquency cases, please rate the difficulty you experience presiding over cases
involving juvenile sex offenders from a public scrutiny/pressure perspective (check one):

No more difficulty

More difficulty

Much more difficulty




38. From your perspective, please list the challenges associated with the way in which the system responds to
juvenile sex offenders in Michigan.

39. From your perspective, please list the factors and issues which make decisionmaking in juvenile sex
offense cases difficult.

Please rate your level of knowledge about juvenile sex offenders and their management:

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

none extensive
Your age:
Your gender: F M

Number of years on the bench:

Estimated number of juvenile sex offense cases over which you have presided:




